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At Port Link, every milestone achieved, every challenge overcome,»and every.success
celebrated is a reflection of the dedication passion, and resilienceMr
strength i
built on collaboration, innovation, trust, and mutual respect.
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This newsletter is more than just a collectlon of updates; it is a window into the
achievements, moments, and stories that define our organization. From team
occompllshments and employee engagement |n|t|at|ves to bus%ness milestones and
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stronger future for Port Link.



MESSAGE FROM OUR
MANAGING DIRECTOR

As we progress through 2026, | would like to extend my sincere
gratitude to our dedicated employees, valued partners, and trusted
stakeholders for your continued trust and commitment. Your collective
efforts remain the driving force behind our growth and success.

This has been a quarter of extraordinary activity. The surge in
transshipment volumes at Karachi Port, the regional disruptions
reshaping global shipping routes, and Pakistan’s evolving trade policy
landscape have all created both significant challenges and real
opportunities for our business. It is in precisely these moments that the
quality of our people and the strength of our partnerships are tested -
and | am proud to say that Port Link has risen to meet them.

We remain committed to delivering excellence, deepening our client
relationships, and positioning ourselves to capture the growth that this
dynamic environment presents. With a clear vision and the right team
behind us, | am confident we will build on this strong foundation and
achieve even greater milestones together.

Thank you for being an integral part of our journey.

Warm regards,
Danish Azim Siddiqui
Managing Director




PAKISTAN ECONOMY
UPDATES




KARACHI PORT SEES MORE THAN
1,400% INCREASE IN CARGO
ACTIVITY

In the backdrop of the Middle East situation, Pakistan's ports have recorded a
historic surge in cargo handling, with both tanker and container operations hitting
unprecedented levels. Tanker traffic rose sharply due to increased imports of
petroleum and LNG for the domestic use, while container throughput expanded on
the back of rising trade volumes and transshipment activity.

Containerized cargo handling reached an all-time high, figures shared by KPT
revealed that since March 1, 2026, around 8,313 TEUs of transshipment containers
were handled across three private terminals - SAPTL led with 5,286 TEUs, followed
by KICT with 1,827 TEUs and KGTL with 1,200 TEUs.

Thus, the transshipment containers during past 24 days alone have matched the
total volume handled throughout the entire previous year. In 2025, Karachi Port
processed approximately 8,300 containers, while in just the last 24 days, the port
handled 8,313 containers. This represents a record-high growth of 1,423 percent

compared to 2025.



PAKISTAN DOUBLES DUTY-FREE IMPORT WINDOW
UNDER EXPORT FACILITATION SCHEME
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The Government of Pakistan has extended the utilization period under the Export Facilitation
Scheme (EFS) from 9 months to 18 months, aiming to lower costs for exporters and strengthen
export competitiveness, particularly for small and medium enterprises (SMEs).

Minister of State for Finance and Railways Bilal Azhar Kayani on Thursday explained that under
the revised policy, exporters can continue to avail zero-duty and tax-free import of inputs,
provided the goods are used within the extended 18-month timeframe.

An additional extension of up to six months beyond the 18-month period may be granted on a
case-by-case basis by a designated committee. To prevent misuse of the scheme, a six-

monthly reconciliation mechanism has also been introduced.

The reforms are intended to improve ease of doing business, reduce compliance delays, and
support the country’s broader goal of export-led and private sector-driven economic growth.



WHEAT & RICE TRADING NOW ON
TRANSPARENT EXCHANGE
PLATFORM
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On 5th February 2026, Pakistan introduced a transparent exchange-based trading system
for wheat and rice through the Pakistan Mercantile Exchange Limited (PMEX). This was
made possible in partnership with Meskay & Femtee Trading Company, a leading agri-
commodity trader. The trading of futures contracts is expected to begin later in February,
marking the first-time agricultural commodities will be formally traded on a documented
platform in the country.

The new system is designed to bring credible price discovery into agriculture, allowing
farmers and traders to see real market-driven rates. By linking physical supply chains with
exchange-traded products, it supports free-market operations and ensures transparency.
Farmers benefit from better visibility of prices and protection against middlemen, while
traders and exporters gain reliability and reduced risk in managing supply.

At the national level, the initiative encourages documentation of agricultural trade, helps
stabilize food prices, and attracts investment. In simple terms, this platform works like a
stock exchange for crops, where wheat and rice are traded openly with clear prices and
documented contracts. It makes trading fairer, reduces corruption, and moves Pakistan’s
agriculture into a more modern and efficient era.






